
  

Executive Meeting 
and 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Party 
 

Costume optional, but encouraged 
 

21 October 2015 
 

Town of Binghamton Fire Station  
2120 Pierce Creek Road 

Binghamton, NY 
 

Meeting—6:30 PM 
 

Party after Meeting 
 

Please bring snacks to pass and your own 
Special beverages. 

 

Squadron will provide cider and donuts 
 

For further information please call Nancy Bieber  
775-4952 or Linda Rought 760-6388 

 

Games and Prizes 
 

 A Publication of the 
 

Susquenango 

Sail & Power Squadron 
 

of the United States Power Squadrons 
 

Safe Boating Through Education 
 

Remember to Support our Sponsors.  They make these Publications Possible. 

Thank Them in Person! 

 October 2015    Volume 60, Issue 10   District 6 

October 12, 2015 

What famous navigator was a native of  

Salem, MA? His house is pictured here. 

Hint: In front of the home where he lived, the city 

has worked a Mariner's Compass into the bricks of 

the sidewalk." 
 

Question and article submitted by Lyn  

Ansety. 
 

See page 6 for answer. 

On the Horizon 
 

Susquenango Events 

 
10/21/15  Executive Meeting and 
Wednesday  Halloween Party  
Meeting 7:00 PM 
Party 7:30 PM 
 

District Events 
 

30 October to  D/6 Fall Conference 
1 November  Auburn Holiday Inn 
   Auburn, NY 
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Commander’s Comments 
 

    It’s hard to believe that Fall is here already!  This has seemed to me to be the 
shortest summer of my life.  Guess the rainy Spring and being very busy has made 
the season seem shorter and to fly by so quickly. 
   This year started off with my becoming commander, the D/6 Spring Conference 
and many other squadron and personal activities.  My wife and I also officially 
retired and we acquired a new “land yacht”, a small fuel-efficient motor home.  With 
retirement, our goal is to do more traveling, camping, and visiting family and 
friends scattered all over the country.  Although we had some unexpected health 
issues, we’re back on track to tackle our bucket list.  Regardless of the seemingly 
short season, we did have several opportunities to get on the water thanks to our 
squadron friends and two boat tours.   

Despite having to cancel the Susquenango rendezvous in Ithaca, our rendezvous in the Thousand Islands 
was gratifying.  My sincere thanks to all of you who attended and to those who helped make the event an 
overwhelming success.  

The United States Power Squadrons™ is also making some major adjustments.  The Marketing Committee 
has issued a revised branding standards manual which will affect how the local squadrons present 
themselves and the organization to the public. This is an attempt to unify the organization as viewed by the 
public by standardizing the logos and banners used on everything, including headings used in letterheads, 
websites and newsletters.  These changes will become apparent to you the coming months.   

USPS has also updated the ABC safe boating course and is in the process of making it available as a NYS 
accepted online course. It has been approved by NASBLA and is undergoing the finishing touches.   

NYS went live earlier this year with their online safe boating course that does not require any classroom 
seat time to achieve a safe boating certificate.  On successful completion, the NYS Safety Certificate is sent 
in the mail or the icon can be added to the Adventure driver’s license.   

I guess we must face with some reservation, the reality that today most people would rather take an online 
course than sit for eight hours in a classroom.  It is a fact that in this country, thousands more take online 
courses, seminars and webinars, than attend classroom sessions.  To stay viable to the commitment to 
public education, USPS had to follow suit.  It remains to be seen how this will affect the classroom 
attendance at the local squadron level.  We already know, with the decreasing number of students, we can 
no longer count on gaining new members exclusively from these classes. 

This has been an exceptional year for boat sales, and particularly in our area, paddleboat sales.  Both 
Dick’s Sporting Goods and Route 96 Power and Paddle report record sales for paddle craft this season. We 
also know the local paddle clubs have grown exponentially in recent years. I know our squadron is mainly 
oriented toward power and sail education, however, I see the opportunity to connect with more people in our 
area by offering our USPS courses to the paddle craft community. We will discuss this more at our next 
meeting. 

http://www.susquenango.org
http://www.usps.org/
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October 2015 Commander’s Comments continued from page 2 

There are many squadron events coming up, including a Halloween Costume Party, a play at the Cider Mill 
Playhouse, a SUNY production and our Thanksgiving Turkey Fetch Supper, featuring a Mystery Theater Din-
ner. Please check the events listed in this SeaChest for more information.  

It’s time once again to pull your boats and ready them for winter.  This can be a sad time for some as it 
marks the end of the season we enjoy so much.  Just know that this is also the time when our squadron picks 
up again and offers many social and educational opportunities to carry us through.   I truly believe we have 
one of the best squadrons in the district because of you, our dedicated member friends. 
 

Respectfully,  

Dave Olds 
Commander David L. Olds, AP 
 

Highlights of the General Membership Meeting 
15 September 2015 

 

Commander David Olds, AP, called the meeting to order at 1905. 
Lt/C Ann Smith, S, reported that a quorum was present.  The minutes from the June General Membership 
Meeting were accepted as distributed.  
P/D/Lt/C Jack Young, AP, distributed the treasurer’s report for the period May 20 – August 31, 2015.   
Lt/C Linda Daniels, P, thanked the organizers of the squadron rendezvous in the 1000 Islands for their hard 
work in making it a success. 
Lt/C Les Smith, AP, reported that the ABC class materials have changed.  Les will examine the class CD to 

review the changes.  New books will be ordered to have on hand for the next ABC class.  There was a dis-
cussion as to where the class will be taught and when.  
Lt Mary Kucharek submitted an article to the Ensign regarding our involvement with the Sisters Under Sail 
scholarship.  Mary announced that next month the squadron will be involved in a fund raising event with 
Boscov’s Department Store called Friends Helping Friends..  Mary Kucharek and Lt Vonda Oakley will be sell-
ing the certificates at Boscov’s store on Sunday, October 18th and Tuesday, October 20th . 
P/C Bob Gould, AP, reported that the squadron currently has 66 members and 15 Life members.  
P/D/Lt/C Jack Young, AP, requested articles and pictures from summer activities and the 1,000 Island 

squadron meeting. Vonda Oakley reported that the funds for the Sea Chest are running low.  Solicitation let-
ters to businesses will be sent out.   
Lt Linda Rought, P, announced that the next meeting will be a Halloween Costume Party and Executive 
Meeting held on Wednesday, October 21st at the Town of Binghamton Fire Hall.  Members are encouraged to 
wear costumes.   
P/C Bob Gould, AP, reported that a total of eleven inspections were done by our two inspectors, Bob Gould 
and Tony Lenzo.   
P/C Nancy Bieber, P, announced a few events for members to attend:  The events summary is in this issue 
of the Sea Chest.   
Old Business:   
Regarding the Rock Bottom Dam Warning Sign Project, it was reported that the warning sign is the City of  
Binghamton’s responsibility.  A proposal will be presented to the City Counsel at their next work session in 
October.  Thank you notes from the Sisters Under Sail Military Daughter Scholarship winner, Savannah 
Shirley, and her mother were received.  Nancy Bieber commented that this was the first time in the history of 
the Sisters Under Sail program that a parent sent a thank you note.  The thank you notes  appear in this is-
sue of the  Sea Chest.  
D/C Bill Herrick, JN, reported that the Governing Board meeting was very informative.  His report will be in 

the next issue of the Deep 6.  The D/6 Fall Council meeting will be held on September 26th in Newark, NY at 
the American Legion starting at 0915.  Editors note: This meeting was changed to auburn Holiday Inn on 30 
October.  
Commander’s Comments: 

The rendezvous  (September 11-13) in the 1000 Islands was a success despite the rain.  Thanks and praise 
was given to all who organized and hosted the various gatherings.  
The Town of Binghamton Fire Dept. Pancake Breakfasts will begin again on October 18th. 
Excerpted from the minutes submitted by Ann Smith, Secretary      
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Friends Helping Friends 
 

This year our Squadron will be participating in the Boscov’s Department Store “Friends Helping 
Friends” Day on Tuesday, October 20 at the Binghamton store (13-23 Court St.).  Our organization will 
sell 25% discount certificates at $5.00 each that are good for purchases made on that date.  In addition, 
shoppers will be eligible to win fabulous register-to-win prizes including shopping sprees and more!   

The best part is Susquenango can keep the entire $5.00 from every shopping certificate sold. What a great 
way to help our squadron earn money!  
 

If you would like to purchase a certificate or are interested in selling them, please contact Mary Kucharek 
607-722-5136 or marykuch47@gmail.com 

 

Bridgette Hobart Janeczko completes a 38 mile swim of Cayuga Lake 
 

On Saturday, 8 August, at 8 P.M., Bob and Mary Kucharek had the privilege to be among those welcoming 
Bridgette Hobart Janeczko as she finished her 38 mile swim from the north end of Cayuga Lake to the Tre-

man Marina boat launch on the 
inlet! Also there to greet her were 
her parents Dr. Richard and Mar-
gie Hobart, long time members of 
SSPS. 
What an amazing feat! 
Submitted by Mary Kucharek  
 

 

Squadron members, the Goulds, Kuchareks and 
Lenzos enjoying a Mets game at NYSEG stadium.  

United States Power Squadrons® 
District 6 Fall Conference 2015 
30 October to 1 November 2015 
Auburn Holiday Inn, Auburn, NY 
 

Susquenango members who are going to the Dis-
trict/6 Conference should contact Commander Dave by 
08 October to make room reservations by clicking this 

link: (olds2@earthlink.net)  
Meal reservations should be made individually, Click 

this link for the Fall Conference Meal Form on the web-
site: http://susquenango.org/files/2015%20Fall%
20Conf%20Meal%20Reservation%20Form.pdf     

Attending Conference is a great way to meet new 
members, exchange ideas and gain additional boating 
information. It also is a way of learning about USPS 
and how the squadron functions. 

A speaker from National also will discuss the general 
operations and present and future expectations. It’s an 
informative discussion. 
Please join us at conference. 
 

In Memoriam 
 

Rupert S. Laydoo 
 

   Rupert was a squadron member 
who was dedicated and helpful to 
the activities of the SeaChest. For 
many years he did all the sorting 
and mailings when the SeaChest 

was done at the printers or hard copies made on a PC 
printer.  
   The Squadron members extend their deepest sympa-
thies to Rupert’s wife Esther and the Laydoo family. 

Photograph provided by Mary Kucharek 

mailto:olds2@earthlink.net
http://susquenango.org/files/2015%20Fall%20Conf%20Meal%20Reservation%20Form.pdf
http://susquenango.org/files/2015%20Fall%20Conf%20Meal%20Reservation%20Form.pdf
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Following is correspondence among P/C Nancy Bieber, P, Julie Shirley and her daughter, Savannah 
Shirley. Savanna was the recipient of the ‘Sisters Under Sail’ program sponsored by our Squadron. 
 
 Nancy, 
 
Thank you so much for the support of the United States Power Squadron Education Fund. Savannah enjoyed 
her experience with Sisters Under Sail. It was definitely an adventure and I know that she reflect on the mo-
ments for a long time to come. I have attached a thank you letter from her as well as some photos.  
The generosity of your organization means so much to military families. Savannah was able to have this ad-
venture shortly after a cross country move from Virginia to California. This move means her 9th 
school .....and she is going into 9th grade. This opportunity certainly allowed Savannah to add to her 
"toolbox" of resiliency and confidence.  
Thank you again for your support. 
 
Julie Shirley 
 

August 17, 2015 
Dear Ms. Bieber and United States Power Squadron Education Fund ,  
 
 Thank you so much for funding my trip. The memorable journey aboard the 137 ft. S/V Denis Sullivan 
was extraordinary. I learned so much. This voyage was actually a lot more educational than I expected it to 
be. 

 We read “Shackleton’s Way”, a book about a determined sailor who displayed courage and leader-
ship skills when his ship became stuck in the ice like an almond in a chocolate bar. His goal altered from 
what it originally was to his sole purpose being the lives of his crew, their joy, and their safety.. We discussed 
the characteristics that Shackleton possessed and discovered similar qualities within ourselves that can apply 
to sailing and our lives in general. We also learned about the vessel, the water we sailed through, the animals 
in the lake, astronomy, and many other cool things. We had a competition among the watch groups each day 
of what we had learned. The experience on ship was all hands on. We hoisted the sails when we learned 
about their names and purposes. We conducted science experiments with several different tools to check 
water clarity and acidity. We star gazed and found constellations and learned the life cycles of stars. We even 
got a glimpse of the Northern Lights.  

It was definitely a challenging experience at times, as I have never done anything like this in my entire 
life. I am so glad I had this opportunity to stretch myself beyond what I thought I could do. The Sisters Under 
Sail organization is dedicated to building self-confidence and leadership skills in young women and it did just 
that for me. Thank you again for your support  
 Sincerely,  
 Savannah Marie Shirley 

 USMC Daughter 

Ready to Embark Plotting the Course Completion of the Adventure 
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Who’s house is this? (continued from the front cover) 
 

   Back a few months ago, I was doing an architectural walking 
tour of Salem, Massachusetts. Founder of modern naviga-
tion, Nathaniel Bowditch's home was part of the self guided tour; 
I stopped across the street to take this photo. The end of the tour 
brought me back to the front step where I noticed the compass.  
   The people waiting nearby for the bus must have thought I was 
a little crazy as I started snapping pictures of the bricks. 
   Those who have taken USPS courses starting with Piloting 
have been reminded of the Bowditch name from the chart used 
to practice piloting skills on the fictional Bowditch Bay. Students 
in JN and N are introduced to the "American Practical Navigator" 
usually referred to as "Bowditch" the ultimate reference book for 
mariners. Nathaniel Bowditch, a self taught mathematician, 

was forced to leave school at age 12. Fortuitously, an entire library of English 
mariners' books was brought back to Salem by a privateer and Bowditch proceed-
ed to correct the numerous errors in the navigation tables which were widely used 
at the time. In 1802, he published the first edition of the "New American Practical 
Navigator." The U.S. Navy Hydrographic Office bought the patent around 50 
years later. Continuously updated for more than 200 years, the 75th edition de-
scribes GPS navigation and electronic charting. The cover of the book still is sub-
titled "Bowditch".     Submitted by Lynn Anstey, JN 

 

Membership Involvement  (Nancy Bieber) 
 

There are three cultural activities planned for October and November.  On Friday, 16 October, we will go to 
the Anderson Center on the Binghamton University campus to see Flamenco Dance and music as performed 
by a troupe from Spain.  This is a wonderful opportunity to experience the Spanish traditional dance and mu-
sic first hand.  Let me know if you want to attend and I will purchase a block of tickets for our group.  Tickets 
for this performance at $45.00 or $40.00 for Seniors. 
 

“You Can’t Take it With You” will have its final dress rehearsal on Wednesday, 4 November, at the Cider 
Mill Playhouse.  Tickets are $15.00.  It is the story of the slightly mad but delightful Sycamore family and the 
unhappy Kirby family.  Young Tony Kirby falls in love with Alice Sycamore and brings his parents to dine at 
the Sycamore home on the wrong evening.  The shock sustained by the Kirby’s shows Alice that marriage to 
Tony is out of the question.  Meantime, Tony knows the Sycamores are right and his family wrong and he 
won’t give Alice up.  Other zany activities going on in the household include the manufacture of fireworks, a 
printing press in the living room, and Grandpa’s interview with the tax collector.  A farce worth watching!  
Reservations for this show are due by the October meeting. 
 

Finally, the musical “Spring Awakening” will be performed at the Watters Theater on the Binghamton Univer-
sity campus on Friday, 20 November.  It’s 1891 Germany, a world where the grown-ups hold all the cards.  
Join students as they navigate teenage self-discovery and coming of age anxiety in a powerful celebration of 
youth and rebellion.  It is an electrifying fusion of morality, sexuality and rock and roll.  Let me know at the 
October meeting if you would like tickets.  Price is $20.00 or $18 for Seniors.  

Merit Marks 
 

Committee Chairmen, I need your merit mark recommendations ASAP. They are due to National by 15 No-
vember.  

If anyone believes they deserve a merit mark, contact your committee chairman and request a submittal. 
Remember, 25 merit marks and membership is free.  

There is a merit mark form on the District 6 web site. The easiest way to access the district web site is to go 
to our susquenango.org, web site, and click on the District 6 link on our home page. On the district home 
page click on the “Downloads” tab and then save the form to a file of your choosing. Access the form from 
your file, fill it in and attach it to an e-mail to jyoung6@stny.rr.com.   

You can also copy-and-paste the form to a word document. 
Please remember that I must have the number of hours contributed to squadron business.  
Jack Young 
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Nancy Bieber, D/6 AO & Alvin 
Carmon D/6 Secretary 

How nice to see John & Susie Salt. Our lovely Ladies in waiting (for food) 

I guess they don’t get along……! Bob and Mary Kucharek. Bob is 
looking at pictures of him and his 
old friend Roger Upton. 

Susquenango Sail & Power Squadron 2015 Rendezvous-1000 Islands, New York  

Isn’t life grand 

There’s something to be said about 
comfort. 

Neither rain nor  sleet nor……. the 
food must be served! Thanks Dave. 

Kids and their toys. 

Back to port Who brought the cards?? 

This is what Karl looks like 
without a camera. 
 

Our photographer- 
Karl Oakley 

No one went hungry. 

That’s sociability! 
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