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There’s Still Time 
 

Change of Watch and Founder’s Day 
 

(This is the only meeting this month) 
 

11 March 2017 
Saturday 

 

Jonathan’s 
534 Hooper Road, Endwell, N.Y. 

 

Cocktails 6:00 PM     Dinner 6:45 PM 
Cash Bar 

$30.00 Per Person - Tax and Tip Included 
 

Appetizer 
 

Entrées 
 

Choice of Delmonico Steak, Chicken Piccata, or Stuffed Flounder  

Baked Potato, Vegetables, Salad & Breads and Dessert 

Coffee or Tea 
 

Reservations: Linda Rought - 607/760-6388 
Reservation/Cancellation Deadline - 06 March 

 

Note: The restaurant will charge the squadron for the number of reservations made for our Founders Day 
event. Persons failing to cancel reservations prior to the deadline date will be expected to pay for their dinners. 

March 12, 2017 

Roster Changes 

A new updated roster will be printed after 
Change of Watch. Please review the current ros-
ter and send any changes or corrections to Jack 
Young at jyoung6@stny.rr.com or mail to Jack 
Young, 8 Schiller St., Binghamton, NY 13905.  

Be especially watchful for cell phone numbers, e

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.examiner.com/images/blog/EXID21128/images/daylight-saving-time-spring-forward-ky3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.examiner.com/article/remember-to-spring-ahead&h=240&w=320&sz=17&tbnid=nLQJ02EJFKThyM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=1


2 

SeaChest 
Published Monthly by 

Susquenango Sail & Power Squadron Inc. a unit of the United States Power Squadrons 

Visit our web site at Susquenango.org 
 

 

 

Commander’s Column 
 

   As Change of Watch approaches, I have mixed emotions writing this last column as your 
Commander.  In a way I’m pleased to be finished with my term in order to have a little 
more time for traveling, but there was more that I had hoped to accomplish.  I really 
wished to find some good way to increase our membership.  However, looking at recent 
ideas and the accomplishments our Squadron has made these past several years, I 
believe we have done a lot to secure our future.  This could not have been done without 
the dedication and hard work of our core members.  Their efforts have been extraordinary 
and so very much appreciated.  I have enjoyed doing what I could to help along the way. 

We recently formed two committees to organize and set plans to reach out to the community to improve our 
presence and ultimately increase our membership.  I am pleased to report that both committees have had 
productive meetings and plans are well under way to accomplish their missions. 

The first committee met on 01 February with the goal of promoting our Squadron through regional marine 
dealers and marinas by offering boating education and reduced membership cost to new and used boat 
buyers.  Committee members will attempt to meet with the owners and managers to thoroughly inform them 
about our organization and what we can offer their customers.   We also expected this will build a stronger 
relationship and cooperation with our Squadron.  This marina outreach program will begin in early March. 

The second committee met on 15 February and organized a Squadron Speakers Bureau to bring attention 
to our education programs and mission by offering to speak to other groups in our community.  The 
committee is working to produce an interesting program and to have a speaker available when requested. 

The 2017 Central New York Boat Show was16-19 February at the NYS Fairgrounds in Syracuse.  Syracuse 
Squadron had arranged for a large booth and invited other district squadrons to help greet the public.  Bob & 
Mary Kucharek along with Les & Ann Smith represented our Squadron by helping in the booth.  Both couples 
stated that it was an enjoyable and interesting experience.  Les reported that he made several good contacts 
and tried, with some success, the techniques recently learned from the USPS Primer PowerPoint presented 
at our last meeting by D/C Bill Herrick, JN. 

Our ABC3 Safe Boating courses is on page 3 and Seamanship is now scheduled to begin on 16 May 2017.   
Please join us for our Change of Watch on 11 March at Jonathan’s. The reservation deadline, 06 March, is 

fast approaching.  Call Linda Rought - 607-760-6388, to make your reservation today. 
It’s now time to welcome and turn the helm over the very capable hands of P/C Mike Acciai, AP.  I am 

grateful to Mike and our Bridge who will support him.  I feel confident that under Mike’s guidance, our 
Squadron will continue to improve and carry on for many years. 

In closing, my sincerest thanks to you all for your kindness and help these past two years.  I look forward to 

continue helping the Squadron in whatever way I can. 

Warmest Regards,  

Dave 
Cdr David Olds, AP 

Commander............. Cdr David L. Olds, AP  (669-4482) 
Executive Officer..... P/C Michael Acciai, AP  (296-3482) 

Education Officer.... Lt/C Leslie J. Smith, AP  (797-7391) 

Adm. Officer............ Lt/C Linda G. Rought, P  (687-3506) 
Secretary................ Lt/C Mary Kucharek, P  (722-5136 

Treasurer................ P/D/Lt/C John J. Young, AP  (729-4205) 

Executive Comm. Lt Karl W. Oakley, P   (775-0950) 
  Lt Ronald Bieber, S,   (775-4952) 

  P/C Robert E. Gould, AP   (258-0023) 

  D/C William A. Herrick, JN  (723-4818) 
  P/C Anthony J. Lenzo, P  (754-0975) 

P/Lt/C Donna M. Gould    (258-0023) 
P/Lt/C Kenneth W. Boll, P    (757-0072) 

D/Lt/C Nancy Bieber, P    (775-4952) 

P/Lt/C Anna M. Smith, S    (707-7391) 
Editor   P/D/Lt/C John J. Young, AP (729-4205) 

Assistant Editor  Lt Karl W. Oakley, P  (775-0950) 

Business Manager  Lt Vonda Oakley  (775-0950) 
Staff   Lt Catherine E. Young, S (729-4205) 

   P/Lt/C Donna M. Gould (278-0023) 

 
 

Any article appearing in this publication must be assumed to represent the opinion of the author and is not to be considered to reflect the policy of the USPS™, 
District 6, or Susquenango Sail & Power Squadron unless specifically so indicated. 

All products, procedures, methods or practices described in this publication or at Squadron meetings or events are for informational purposes only and are not to be 

considered as accurate, recommended or endorsed by USPS™, District 6, or Susquenango Sail & Power Squadron unless specifically so indicated. 
Address communications to The Editor, 8 Schiller St. Binghamton, NY 13905-3931, (607)729-4205, e-mail - jyoung6@stny.rr.com. Material for a particular  issue 

must be received before the fifteenth day of the prior month.  

Advertising.....Inquiries regarding space and current rates should be directed to Lt Vonda Oakley, 18 Zimmer Road, Kirkwood, NY 13795-1516, (607) 775-0950. The 
following are registered trade marks of the United States Power Squadrons: The Ensign; United States Power Squadrons. 

http://www.susquenango.org
http://www.usps.org/
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Highlights of the 15 February 2017 General Membership Meeting 
 

Commander David Olds, AP, called the meeting to order at 1911. 
Lt/C Mary Kucharek, P, reported that there was a quorum present.  The minutes from the   18 January 2017 
meeting were distributed and accepted.   
P/D/Lt/C Jack Young, AP, reviewed the Treasurer’s Report which was accepted as presented. 
P/C Michael Acciai AP, - is using the USPS National Website to get information on a Speaker’s Bureau 
Committee, where he found a power point presentation which will be downloaded. 
Lt/C Les Smith, AP, reported that the first ABC classes will start in February with 5 people registered to date.  
The second session will be held in April and one person has registered.  Seamanship is slated to begin on 16 
May for five consecutive Tuesdays.  Les displayed a USPS Primer Booklet for prospective members.   
Lt/C Ann Smith, S, reported that posters and trifolds for the upcoming ABC classes have been updated and 
have been distributed to local establishments.   
P/D/Lt/C John Young, AP, reported that all is well with the SeaChest. He requested that all articles/reports 
be sent to him no later than one week following each monthly meeting. 
Vessel Safety Check decals were received by Cdr Dave which he will give inspectors at the next meeting. 
D/Lt/C Nancy Bieber, P, informed the members that a trip to Sight & Sound Theater in Lancaster PA is 
planned for April 6.  Make reservations with Nancy.   
The District Rendezvous will be held in Kingston, Onterio, Canada (Treasure Island) on 15 July at a cost of 
$20 per person.  A Rideau Canal trip will follow.  Nancy is also looking into a visit to the Cheese Factories & 
the Curtis Museum in Hammondsport, NY 
Lt/C Les Smith, AP, - reported that the OD-2 form has been submitted to HQ. A Secretary is still needed 
Old Business:  - the first Squadron ‘Marinas and Marine Dealers Committee’ meeting’ was held at 7:00 p.m. 
on 1 February at Brothers 2.  Members attending were Bill Herrick, Les Smith, Ron & Nancy Bieber & Cdr 
Dave Olds, who was selected as chairman.  The Squadron Speakers Bureau organizational meeting was 
postponed due to illness and the closing of Brothers 2 and will be held following the Executive Meeting to-
night. 
New Business: Cdr Dave is working on something to recognize Dominick Fata, owner of Brothers 2, for his 
generosity to Susquenango Squadron over the years.  . 
Commander’s Comments: - Our thanks to Les Smith for a fine job representing the Squadron on WBNG - 
TV on 14 Feb, where he spoke about the squadron and upcoming ABC classes.  The 2017 CNY Boat Show 
begins tomorrow with some of our members volunteering at the Syracuse Squadron booth.  As this was Cdr 
Dave’s last official meeting as Commander, he expressed his sincere thanks to all members for their kindness 
and support over the past 2 years.   
The meeting was adjourned at 20:45   Motion: Lt. Missy Olds, S  seconded by P/C Mike Acciai, AP 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Lt/C Mary L. Kucharek, P 

Course Start Date Number of Sessions Person Responsible/Phone 

ABC3 Public Safe 

Boating 

Must attend all sessions  

27 February 

6:30 to 9:00 PM 1st Night 

7 to 9 PM Successive  Nights 

5 Successive Monday 
nights  

Last night is final exam 

Les Smith 797-7391 

Ken Boll 757-0072 

ABC3 Public Safe 

Boating 

Must attend all sessions  

24 April    7 to 9 PM 

29 April    8 AM to 4 PM 

01 May    7 to 9 PM 

Monday  

Saturday   

Monday (Final Exam) 

Les Smith 797-7391 

Ken Boll 757-0072 

Seamanship 16 May    7 to 9 PM 5 Successive Tuesdays Les Smith 797-7391 

Susquenango Sail & Power Squadron - Spring 2017 Class Schedule 

All classes are held at the Johnson City High School Main Cafeteria 



4 

 

On the Horizon 
 

Susquenango Events 
 

11 March   Change of Watch 
  This is the only meeting this month  
6:00 PM Cocktails  Jonathan’s 
6:45 Dinner and Meeting   Endwell, NY 
 

19 April   Executive Meeting and 
6:00 PM   Fetch Supper 
    Town of Bgm. Fire Dept. 
    2120 Pierce Road 
    Binghamton, NY 
 

District Events 
 

28-30 April   District Spring Conference 
    Fayetteville , NY 
 

15 July    Rendezvous 
    Kingston, Onterio, Canada  

Congratulations Mary Kucharek 
 

    Mary has completed five years of 
membership in the Squadron and is now 
a senior member. She has been on the 
Executive Committee since 2013, Secre-
tary for the 2016/17 Watch and will be 
Executive Officer for the next Watch.  
Mary aspires to become our next Squad-
ron Commander after Michael Acciai. 
 

Thank you Mary for all your contributions 
to our Squadron. 
    

"SIX LITTLE STORIES"  
{1} 

Once all villagers decided to pray for rain. 
On the day of prayer all the people gathered, 

but only one boy came with an umbrella. 
That's FAITH. 

{2} 
When you throw babies in the air, 

they laugh because they know you will catch 
them. 

That's TRUST. 
{3} 

Every night we go to bed 
without any assurance of being alive the next 

morning, 
but still we set the alarms to wake up. 

That's HOPE. 
{4} 

We plan big things for tomorrow 
in spite of zero knowledge of the future. 

That's CONFIDENCE. 
{5} 

We see the world suffering, 
but still we get married and have children. 

That's LOVE. 
{6} 

On an old man's shirt was written a sentence 
'I am not 80 years old; 

I am sweet 16 with 64 years of experience.' 
That's ATTITUDE. 

 
Have a happy day and live your life like the six 

stories. 
 

When I was a child, I thought nap time was 
punishment.  Now it's like a mini-vacation. 
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Spring Start-Up Check List for Boaters 

You Think You Have It Tough Now? 
 

The next time you are washing your hands and complain 

because the water temperature isn't just how you like it, 

think about how things used to be. Here are some facts 

about the1500s: 

Most people got married in June because they took their 

yearly bath in May, and still smelled pretty good by June. 

However, they were starting to smell, so brides carried a 

bouquet of flowers to hide the body odor. Hence the 

custom today of carrying a bouquet when getting 

married. 

Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot water. The 

man of the house had the privilege of the nice clean  

water, then all the other sons and men, then the women 

and finally the children. Last of all the babies. By then the 

water was so dirty you could actually lose someone in it. 

Hence the saying, Don't throw the baby out with the 

Bath water 

Houses had thatched roofs-thick straw-piled high, with no 

wood underneath. It was the only place for animals to get 

warm, so all the cats and other small animals (mice, 

bugs) lived in the roof When it rained it became slippery 

and sometimes the animals would slip and fall off the 

roof. Hence the saying. It's raining cats and dogs. 

Continued ln the next issue or as space allows. 
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Remembering “Our Boaters” 
 

Back in 2010, we did a series in the SeaChest about our members and their boats and called it “our 

Boaters.” We thought we would take a look back at them and remember the good times we had with other 

members, and family and friends with our boats. We would love to get some more pictures and stories that we 

could include in this publication about Our Boaters. Here are some of the stories from 2010. 

Vonda & Karl sailing in A Fresh Breeze on 
Cayuga Lake 

 

A Fresh Breeze is an expression meaning a 
pleasant and refreshing change. When I 
bought my boat, that described what was 
happening in my life, so I thought it would 
be a good name for the boat. Of course, a 
Fresh Breeze is also Force 5 on the Beau-
fort Wind Scale, or  17 to 21 knots, a very 
nice sailing breeze — enough to make it ex-
citing, but not enough to put you in danger. 

Nancy and Ron Bieber's 22 foot SeaRay Cuddy named 
Nancy II 

 

Nancy and Ron moor their boat close to their summer place 
at Thousand Island Trailer Park. Ron enjoys fishing and both 
he and Nancy enjoy boating on the St. Lawrence river and it's 
tributaries.     (Ron and his fishing buddy pictured above) 
(Ron & Nancy now have a Pontoon boat) 

Katie and Jack Young's Chaparral 196-ssi Sport Boat, named 'Young at Heart IV'. 
 

Katie and Jack spend their summers at their lake home on Lake Winola in Pennsylvania, cruising the 
usually calm and tepid water. The children and grandchildren all like to water ski, wake board and tube 
behind the boat, as well as drive it. 
Lake Winola is located about 15 miles north of Scranton, PA on Rt. 307. Although not a large lake, there is 
no limit on boat length or horsepower.  

The summers are very enjoyable with water carnivals, fireworks, regattas, dinner dances and other fun 
activities and many children's activities, all run by the Lake Winola Cottagers Association. 
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Remembering “Our Boaters” 

 

The “My Desire” By Bob & Mary Kucharek 
 

Thirty-eight years ago, a young man knocked on a young lady’s door and a lifetime of boating mem-
ories began.  Bob and Mary had their first date – a blind date at that – on the “My Desire”;  a 1971, 21’ 
Penn Yan, that was located at Shady Beach Marina on Skaneateles Lake.  Bob had ordered the boat 
new and visited the factory several times to check on her progress.  On the way to the lake, Bob asked 
Mary if she could row a boat.  “Hmmm”, she thought, “just what kind of a boat does this guy have”?  
Turned out that the boat was moored on a barrel and Bob needed to be rowed out to get it.  Mary, who 
thankfully did know how to row, took Bob out to the boat.  Many happy days followed. 

A year after that first boat ride, Bob proposed on the “My Desire” and 35 years of a happy marriage 
followed.  Their son had his first boat ride at seven months old and the family spent every weekend 
there enjoying good times.  Shady Beach has since closed so now Bob and Mary enjoy their time on 
the “My Desire” docked at Alan Treman Marina on Cayuga Lake.  They also spend their two-week 
summer vacation in 1000 Islands each year.  Submitted by Robert Kucharek, P, Chairman—
Radio Technology Committee 

We are hoping to resume the feature called “Our Boaters”. We would 
like to see a picture of your boat.  Submit a picture of your boat to the edi-
tor or the photographer and tell us how you enjoy it, where you go boating, 
what’s the story behind the name or just whatever it is you like about boat-
ing. Even non-owners can submit their reasons for liking boating. 

Send your picture and write-up to Jack Young  jyoung6@stny.rr.com or 
Karl Oakley,  kwoakley@stny.rr.com. 

Pages 6 & 7 provided in total by Assistant editor Karl Oakley. 
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